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ART AS                                                                                                               MRS G. L. SABERY 
                                                                                MRS J. KEARNS 
                                            
 
 
 
We offer the following courses at AS and A2 Level.  There are seven full-time specialist Art and Design staff.  
The options available at both AS and Advanced Level offered in this centre are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Selection of appropriate courses will depend on the specific interests and capabilities of individual 
candidates.  Progress to A2 Level will depend on successful completion of AS. 
 

 
 
 
Unit 1 - Portfolio 
50% of the AS grade (25% of the A Level grade)  

¶ Practical 
A wide range of design briefs will be set. 

¶ Coursework 
A selection of thoughtfully presented work that demonstrates the depth and breadth of the course. 
At least one extended collection of work, or project, based on an idea, concept, theme or issue. 
Marked as a whole. 
 
 
Unit 2 ï Externally set assignment 
50% of the AS grade (25% of the A Level grade) 

¶ Assignment 
Candidates will be provided with a question paper containing a choice of five 
starting points. 
Candidates are required to select one and begin a period of initial research and 
preparatory studies. 

¶ Supervised Time 
Candidates undertake 5 hours of unaided, supervised time.  Work produced 
during this time should be devoted to the development of ideas. 
Marked as a whole.  

 
 

ARTA/1201A/2201A Art Craft and Design 
ARTB/1201B/2201B Fine Art 
ARTC/1201C/2201C Graphic Design 
ARTD/1201D/2201D Textiles 
ARTE/1201E/2201E Three Dimensional Design 
ARTF/1201F2201F Photography 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least a grade B in GCSE Art and Design, Graphics or Textiles 
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ART A2                                             MRS G. L. SABERY 
                                                                                MRS J. KEARNS 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Unit 3 ï Personal Investigation   
25% of the A Level grade 
 
Personal investigation based on an idea, issue, concept or theme. 
 
Supported by 1000-3000 words of a critical, analytical nature. 
Marked as a whole. 
 

 

 
 

 
Unit 4 ï Externally Set Assignment 
25% of the A Level grade 
 
Assignment 
Candidates will be provided with a question paper containing a choice of eight starting points.  
Candidates are required to select one and begin a period of initial research and preparatory 
studies. 
 
Supervised time 
Candidates undertake 15 hours of unaided, supervised time.  Candidates should produce a clearly 
defined selection of work that makes up a whole, leading to a final finished piece or pieces.   
Marked as a whole. 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Art Craft and Design, Fine Art, Textiles, 
Graphics, Three Dimensional Design or Photography. 



TURTON SIXTH FORM 

3 
 

 

BIOLOGY AS                                                                                                          MR N. COLEMAN 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Details 
 
We offer EDEXCEL GCE Biology. 
The course considers applications which draw on many areas of Biology, and then moves onto the 
biological concepts underlying the applications.  The emphasis is on up to date, motivating, contemporary 
contexts of Biology. 
 
The AS course consists of 3 units. 
 
Unit 1: Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health 
40% of the AS grade (20% of the A Level grade) 

 
Unit 1 firstly discusses the importance of lifestyle choices to health.  The role of diet 
and other lifestyle factors in the maintenance of good health are considered.  
Secondly, the unit considers the biological principles of cell membranes, gas 
exchange surfaces, DNA structure, protein synthesis, enzymes and genetic 
inheritance. 
 
The unit is examined in January of Year 12 and carries 120 marks. 
 
 
 

Unit 2: Development, Plants and the Environment 
40% of the AS grade (20% of the A Level grade) 

 
Firstly, the topic looks at development of organisms and then moves onto 
biodiversity and the wealth of natural resources used by humans. Finally we 
finish by looking at the role of zoos in conservation. 
 
The unit is examined in June of Year 12 and carries 120 marks. 
 
 
Unit 3: Practical Biology and Research Skills 
20% of the AS grade (10% of the A Level grade) 
 
Throughout the course, practical work is assessed by your teacher, looking at your skill and safety, ability to 
produce and record measurements and to present and analyse data. 
 
You also have to produce a written report of between 1500 and 2000 words recording a visit to a site of 
biological interest, or of a non-practical research into a biological topic. 
 
We will visit The Nowgen Centre in Manchester in Year 12 as part of the coursework. 
 
This unit carries 60 marks 

 
NOTE:  A2 teaching and coursework takes place in the summer term of Year 12. 

GCSE Entry Requirements: Grade B in Biology as a separate Science.  Alternatively, at least a 
grade B in both Core and Additional Science. 
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BIOLOGY A2                                                                                                          MR N. COLEMAN 
 
 
 
 

 
The course builds upon knowledge gained in the AS course and provides a good basis for all Science based 
courses, as well as being seen as a strong A Level by all universities.  Teaching starts in the summer term 
of Year 12.  
 
The A2 course consists of 3 units.  The final A2 grade is based on marks obtained in the AS and A2 units. 

 
Unit 4: The Natural Environment and Species Survival 
20% of the A Level grade 
 
Firstly we look at photosynthesis as the primary process that underpins 
the majority of eco systems, and provides students with an understanding 
of how ecosystems work.  This leads onto climate change and the 
evidence for global warming. 
 
Secondly we study the role of forensic pathologists in identifying the 
identity of a person or animal, and the time and cause of death.  This 
leads to the study of bacteria and virus routes into their hosts and the 
immune system.  The unit is examined in January of year 13 and carries 
120 marks. 

 
Unit 5: Environment 
20% of the A Level grade 
 
Firstly we look at the physiological adaptations that allow organisms to undertake 
strenuous exercise.  This links to respiration, homeostasis, muscle physiology and 
performance.  This leads to looking at how medical technology enables more people 
to participate in sport. 
 
Secondly we study the working of the nervous system, including how we see and 
brain structure and functioning.  We look at how conditions such as Parkinsonôs 
disease occur.  Finally we discuss the ethical issues raised by the Human Genome 
Project and the risks of using GMOs. 
The unit is examined in June of Year 13 and carries 120 marks. 
 
Unit 6: Practical Biology and Investigative Skills 
10% of the A Level grade 

 
A2 coursework takes place after Year 12 examinations in June and July of Year 12.  Students will plan, then 
carry out an individual practical investigation.  Data are collected, analysed and evaluated to complete their 
coursework submission of between 2700 and 3300 words.   
 
The coursework unit accounts for 60 marks. 
 
 
 
 

Entry Requirements: Successful completion of AS Biology 
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BUSINESS STUDIES AS                                                                                   MRS S. CHATBURN 
 
 
 
 

AQA GCE Business Studies  
 
This course has been designed to: 
¶ enable you to focus on the dynamic nature of the contemporary business world  
¶ provide opportunities for research into topical business issues  
¶ offer opportunities for the development and application of a full range of academic skills 

 
AS  
At AS Level you will be introduced to the challenges and issues of starting a business, including 
financial planning. It then focuses on how established businesses might improve their effectiveness 
by making tactical decisions at a functional level.  
 
 
Unit 1: Planning and Financing a Business 
¶ Starting a Business - The challenges and issues of starting 

a business; enterprise; entrepreneurs.  
¶ Financial Planning - Essential financial concepts needed to 

start a business including: calculating costs, revenues, 
profits; using a break-even analysis and cash-flow 
forecasting.  

 
Assessment 
Short answer questions and extended responses  
based on a mini case study.  

 
 
 

 

 
Unit 2: Managing a Business 
¶ Finance - budgets, improving cash flow and profits.  
¶ People in Business - organisational structures, recruitment, training and motivation.  
¶ Operations Management - operational decisions, quality, customer service, suppliers, 

technology.  
¶ Marketing and Competition- designing and using an effective marketing mix, market 

conditions and competitiveness.  
 
Assessment 
Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks) 
Weighting: 60% of total AS marks / 30% of the total A Level marks 
Compulsory, multi-part data response questions. 

 
 
 

Written Paper: 1 hour 15 minutes (60 marks) 
Weighting: 40% of total AS marks/ 20% of total A Level marks  

GCSE Entry Requirements: A combination of at least B and C in English and Mathematics.  
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BUSINESS STUDIES A2                                                                                   MRS S. CHATBURN 
 
 
 
At A2 level you will consider strategies for larger businesses and how managers might measure 
the performance of the business.  You will consider the effects that external factors can have on 
businesses and how a business can plan for and manage change, including leadership style and 
change in business culture. 
 
Unit 3: Strategies for Success 

¶ Functional Objective and Strategies ï examining their appropriateness in the context of 
corporate objectives 

¶ Financial Strategies an Accounts - using financial information to measure performance and 
make financial decisions 

¶ Marketing Strategies ï analysing markets and selecting successful marketing strategies, 
developing marketing plans 

¶ Operations Strategies ï operational issues, location, innovation, improving operational 
efficiency 

¶ Human Resource Strategies ï workforce planning, adapting organisational structures, 
successful employee relations 

 
Assessment 
Questions requiring extended answers.  The focus will be on measuring business performance and 
assessing appropriate functional strategies to achieve success, this will be based upon an unseen 
case study including a range of numerical data. 
 
Written Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 
Weighting: 25% of the total A Level marks 
 
 
Unit 4: The Business Environment and Managing Change 

¶ Corporate Aims and Objectives ï purpose and nature of 
corporate strategies 

¶ Assess Change in the Business Environment ï the 
effects of changes in the economic, political, social, 
ethical and technological environment and responses of 
organisations 

¶ Managing Change ï planning for change, leadership and 
corporate culture, making strategic decisions 

 
 
Assessment  
A two part paper ï Section A will contain questions based upon prior research. 
Section B will be a choice of essay titles from which the candidate will select one.  This will be a 
synoptic paper and draw on all the business theory you have covered in Yr 12 and 13. 
 
Written Paper: 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 
Weighting: 25% of the total A Level marks 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Business Studies 
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CHEMISTRY  AS                                                MR M. SMITH 

 
 
 
 

 
Course Details 
AQA Chemistry - Advanced Subsidiary 1421 
 

Chemistry is a very popular subject at Turton and approximately 100 
students chose to take the subject last year. This is partly due to the 
reputation of the department, and partly due to the highly desirable skills 
which the subject encourages. Students will gain an insight into the impact 
Chemistry has on everyday life and will experience the problem solving 
nature of the subject. They will also grow to appreciate the contributions of 
Chemistry to society and the responsible use of scientific knowledge and 
evidence. 

 
Chemistry is an essential requirement for those pursuing a career in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary 
Science or Pharmacy but can also be a suitable option for those studying towards non-science 
related professions due to the high standard of transferable skills developed. The 3 modules 
studied in the AS specification are: 
 
 
CHEM 1 ï Foundation Chemistry 
33ӎ% of the AS grade (16ӏ% of A Level grade).  
1 hour 15 min written paper examined in January (structured 
questions). 
 
The fundamental principles that form the basis of Chemistry, 
including atomic structure, bonding, periodicity, molar 
calculations and an introduction to organic chemistry.  
 
 
CHEM 2 ï Chemistry in Action 
46ӏ% of the AS grade (23ӎ% of A Level grade).  
1 hour 45 min written paper examined in June (structured questions) 
 
Applications of the principles developed in CHEM 1, with further work on 
energetics, equilibria, kinetics, redox, halogens and metals, along with a 
more in depth exploration of organic chemistry. 
 
 
CHEM 3 ï Internal Assessment  
20% of the AS grade (10% of A Level grade) 
 
Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Chemistry  
Practical skills assessed throughout the year (PSA) plus a written investigation (ISA) 

GCSE Entry Requirements: Grade B in Chemistry as a separate Science.  Alternatively, at least 
a grade B in both Core and Additional Science. 
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CHEMISTRY  A2                                             MR M. SMITH 
 
 
 
 
Course Details 
AQA Chemistry - Advanced 2421 
 
A2 Chemistry will sustain and develop studentsô enjoyment of, and interest 
in, Chemistry. In addition, the A Level specification encourages candidates to 
bring together their knowledge of the way in which different areas of 
Chemistry relate to each other. 
 

The A Level award comprises the three compulsory assessment units from 
the AS scheme of assessment and three compulsory assessment units from 
the A2 scheme. The 3 modules studied in the A2 specification are: 
 
 
CHEM 4 ï Kinetics, Equilibria and Organic Chemistry  
20% of the A Level grade 
1 hour 45 min written paper examined in January (structured questions, some of which will have 
synoptic content) 
 

Develops the concepts of physical chemistry with further work on kinetics, equilibria and acid-base 
theory. Organic chemistry is also extended to include carbonyl compounds, aromatics, amines, 
amino acids and polymers, along with spectroscopic techniques used in structural determination.  
 
CHEM 5 ï Energetics, Redox and Inorganic Chemistry 
20% of the A Level grade  
1 hour 45 min written paper examined in June 
(structured questions, some of which will have synoptic content) 
 
More physical chemistry in the form of thermodynamics and redox equilibria, and a detailed study 
of the properties and applications of transition metals and their complexes. 
 
CHEM 6 ï Internal Assessment  
10% of the A Level grade 
 
Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Chemistry  
Practical skills assessed throughout the year (PSA) plus a written investigation (ISA). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Chemistry 
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DANCE AS                                  MISS L. HAYGARTH 

               
 
 

 
Course Details 
This intensive course will focus on the development and performance of 
own choreography and performance with a group.  A critical 
understanding of choreography and performance within their own work 
and in professional repertoire. 
 
You will be required to attend after school tutorials as part of this course, 
to support the development of practical coursework. 
 

 
Unit One:  UNDERSTANDING DANCE                
40% of the AS grade (20% of the A Level grade)  
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
The unit comprises of two sections, A and B.  Both structured and essay style 
questions will be set on the dancer as a performer, the process and craft 
choreography and the significance of dances. 
 
Subject Content 

¶ The dancer as a performer knowledge and understanding of the demands 
made in practice and performance on the dancer, e.g. alignment, posture, 
fitness, communicating dance idea. 

¶ The process and craft of choreography, includes constituent features of 
the dance, rehearsal process, etc. 

¶ The significance of dances, analysing dance in terms of the choreographic 
intention. 

 
 
Unit Two:  CHOREOGRAPHY AND PERFORMANCE 
 

Practical Coursework,  
60% of the AS grade (30% of the A Level grade) 
 
Section A ï solo choreography and performance (60 marks) 
Choreograph and perform a solo dance, 2-3 minutes, choice of one 
question from a range released by AQA. 
 
Section B ï performance in a group (30 marks)  
Performance skills within the content of a group which can be 
choreographed by teacher or student.  It can be in any dance style or 
genre with or without accompaniment and be 3-4 minutes in duration. 

 
Subject content 
The process of solo choreography from investigation and research of ideas through to outcome, physical 
and interpretative skills are necessary in relation to performance.  It is essential that students are committed 
and dedicated to attending extra tutorials after school due to the nature of the coursework.  Failure to do so 
will have a significant impact on the studentôs final grade. 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least grade B in Dance or Physical Education 
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DANCE A2                        MISS L. HAYGARTH 
                                                                                                                           
 
 
 
 

At A2 the specification provides the candidates with the opportunity to develop skills and extend 
and apply knowledge gained at AS.  Candidates will develop knowledge and understanding of a 
specific area of study related to one of the following:  modern dance, ballet, jazz.  Performance 
skills will be developed in relation to one of the specific areas of study.  Candidates will analyse 
one set work. 
 
 
Unit 3 
25% of the A Level grade 
Written paper, 1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Candidates answer questions in two sections, one on a chosen area of 
study and one on the set work. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit 4 
Practical Examination 
25% of the A Level grade 
 

Section A ï group choreography, 45 marks 
Candidates choreograph a group dance of 2-3 minutes in which 
they do not perform.  Questions will be released by AQA. 
 
Section B ï solo performance. 
Candidates present a solo performance of 2-3 minutes which 
demonstrates an understanding of a performance style linked to a 
specific practitioner from an area of study linked to unit 3. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Dance 
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ECONOMICS AS                     MR W.Y. TOMLINSON 
 

 
 

Course Details 
Economics is basically about the way in which households, communities and nations choose to 
allocate their scarce resources, and the problems that arise as a result of choices that are made. 
 
 
Module 1:  Markets and Market Failure (MICROECONOMICS)  
 
50% of the AS grade (25% of the A Level grade) 
Assessment 1 hour 15 minutes examination:   
25 compulsory objective test questions 
One data response question chosen from two. 
 
This module looks at the Economic Problem and how 
countries allocate their scarce resources.  It focuses on 
demand and supply, including the operation of markets.  
Market failure, including monopoly power, pollution and 
poverty, is considered.  Government intervention in the 
market in the form of taxation and subsidies, concludes 
the module. 
 
 
 
Module 2:  The National Economy (MACROECONOMICS) 

 
50% of the AS grade (25% of the A Level grade) 
Assessment 1 hour 15 minutes examination:    
25 compulsory objective test questions.   
One data response question chosen from two. 
 
 
Consideration of the way in which the UK Economy operates forms the 
basis of this module.  The objectives of Government economic policy and 
the instruments used to achieve them are covered.  Economic issues 
such as inflation, unemployment and trade are discussed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE Entry Requirements: Grade B in English and Grade B in Mathematics. You do not need to have 
studied Economics at GCSE level before starting AS, though an interest in current affairs is helpful. 
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Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Economics 

 
ECONOMICS A2                                        MR W.Y. TOMLINSON 
 

 
Module 3  Business Economics and the Distribution of Income 
 

25% of the A Level grade   
Assessment:  2 hours examination.    
One data response question chosen from two.   
One essay chosen from three.  This unit is synoptic. 
 
This unit considers the Theory of the Firm and how competitive and 
concentrated markets operate.  The behaviour of firms is considered and 
students will evaluate the effects of monopoly and perfect competition on the 
economy.  Labour market theory, including wage determination and the 
distribution of income, is included.  Further consideration of the effects of 
government intervention in the economy is made. 

 
 
 
Module 4  Government Policy, the National and International Economy 
 
25% of the A Level grade.   
Assessment:  2 hours examination.   
One data response question chosen from two.   
One essay chosen from three.  This unit is synoptic. 
 
 
This module continues work covered in Module 2 with 
a deeper study of the UK Economy.  Consideration is 
made of the International Economy and the 
importance of trade to Britain.  Students will learn 
about exchange rates and the economic basis of the 
European Union. 
 
The data questions in module 3 and 4 are set in a 
global and European context. 
 
 
 
Future Opportunities 
Economics is highly regarded as an academic qualification because it is a subject that makes you 
think and requires you to challenge ideas.  Each year a number of Turton students go on to study 
Economics at Degree level.  The subject is useful across a wide range of career areas, in particular 
management, finance, media, law and marketing. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  AS                                MRS L. BADDELEY 
 
 
 
 

The course should encourage you to develop your interest and enjoyment in the use of English.  
You will learn more about how language is structured and how it is used in different contexts for 
different purposes.  You will learn how to express yourself in speech and writing with increasing 
competence and sophistication. 
                                                                                              
 
Module 1  Introduction to the Language of Texts  
 
 
 

60% of AS grade (30% of the A Level grade)   
Assessment: 2½ hours examination.   
 
You will answer one compulsory question.  The focus of the 
examination being on exploring how language is used in a 
given context, with a particular purpose and audience. You will 
examine techniques used by writers. You may be given current 
texts as well as texts from an earlier time and should have 
studied a range of genres in preparation for the examination.  

 
 
 
Module 2  Original Writing and Investigating Spoken Language  
 
40% of AS grade (20% of the A Level grade)  
Assessment - coursework. 
 
This is an internally assessed module where you will be expected to 
submit 2 pieces of work:  
a) Original Writing and  
b) Investigation of Spoken English.  
The writing task will require you to write in a fictional ñliteraryò mode e.g. 
short story, monologue, opening chapter of novel. It should be 
accompanied with a commentary.  The investigation will give you the 
opportunity to investigate your own and othersô use of speech and will 
analyse the factors which affect speech. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least a grade B in English. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  A2                                   MRS L. BADDELEY 
 
 
 
 
 
At A Level the study and exploration of language will involve greater rigour and depth. 

A2 Module 3  Language Investigation and Writing for Specific Purposes  
 
20% of A Level grade   
Assessment:  coursework. 
 
This is an internally assessed module where you will be 
expected to submit two pieces of work:  
 

a) Writing for a specific purpose e.g. to persuade, 
advise, inform, instruct.  It should be 
accompanied with a commentary. 

b) Language Investigation.  This will be an 
individually chosen project investigating in more 
detail an area of either spoken or written 
language. 

 
 
 

 
 A2 Module 4   Analysing and Evaluating Language   
 

 
30% of A Level grade.   
Assessment:  2½ hours examination. 
 
You will answer 2 questions where you will be required to analyse 
spoken language and texts chosen to show variation over time. 
The chosen texts may be spoken or written, past or present, 
literary or non-literary. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS English Language 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE AS                                                                      MS A. LANE 
 
 
 

 
 
Students will need to know and understand the books, be able to analyse 
them sensitively and relate them to the periods in which they were written 
and what critics have said about them. Obviously an enjoyment of reading 
will be necessary but essay writing skills would also be useful. 
 
 

 
AS Examination - Poetry and Prose  
60% of AS grade.     Assessment:  2 hour written examination (closed book)  
You will study 1 selection of poetry and a novel for this examination. 
 
Section A ï Poetry 1800-1945 - a choice from: 

¶ Christina Rossetti 

¶ Wilfred Owen 

¶ Robert Frost 

¶ William Wordsworth 
 
Section B ï Prose 1800-1945 

¶ Pride and Prejudice ï Jane Austen 

¶ Wuthering Heights ï Emily Bronte 

¶ Tess of the dôUrbervilles ï Thomas Hardy 

¶ The Age of Innocence ïEdith Wharton 

¶ The Great Gatsbyï F Scott Fitzgerald 

¶ A Handful of Dust-Evelyn Waugh 
 
AS Coursework - Internal assessment   
40% of the AS grade (2 essays totalling 3000 words) 
   
- Task A is a close reading of a section of poetry, drama or prose. You can also 
produce a recreative piece and will be assessed on your commentary of the 
choice of style. 
- Task B is a study of 2 texts from any genre, one of which can be a critical study. 
- One of the 3 texts must be performed or published after 1990. 
 
You may study: 
The History Boys ï Alan Bennett            Death of a Salesman ï Arthur Miller 
Educating Rita ï Willy Russell                 A Handmaidsô Tale ï Margaret Atwood 
Waiting for Godot ï Samuel Beckett       The Seer ï Ali Smith 
 
 
 
 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least grade B in English Language or English Literature B 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE A2                                                                                    MS A. LANE 
 
 
 
 
Course Details 
The second part of the advanced course will develop the skills of analysis acquired in the 
AS but will also include a detailed comparison of texts and more awareness of the contexts 
in which a text is produced.  
 
A2 Examination - Shakespeare, Drama and Poetry pre-1800  
 

30% of the A Level grade.   
Assessment:  2 hours examination (closed book). 
 
For Section A you will study one of the following Shakespeare texts:  
Henry IV Part 1, Twelfth Night, Othello, The Winterôs Tale           
You answer one question (from a choice of two on your set book). 
     
 
 
 

For Section B you will study of one of the following pre-1800 poetry texts - 
 
Chaucer  The Pardonerôs Tale  
Pope   The Rape of the Lock 
Donne   Selected Poems 
Milton   Paradise Lost Book 1  
 
You will also study one of the following pre-1800 plays 
Marlowe Dr Faustus  
Sheridan School For Scandal 
Behn The Rover 
Webster The Duchess of Malfi 
 
You will be given a choice of questions and must write one essay looking at themes 
explored in both the play and the poetry. 
 
 
A2 Coursework - Internal assessment Texts in Time 
20% of the A Level grade 

 
You will produce an essay (3000 words maximum) on a comparison of three 
texts (one of which must be poetry and one prose, the third text can be any 
genre) chosen by you with guidance from your teachers. You must consider 
the texts thematically as well as exploring issues of context. 
 

 

Entry Requirements:   Successful completion of AS English Literature 
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FILM STUDIES AS                                                           MS V. TERRACE 

 
 

Entry requirements: at least a grade B in English or English Literature 
 

 
Course Details 
FM 1: Exploring Film Form 
40% of total AS mark (20% of total A Level mark) 
Assessment: 1500 word analysis of a film extract and a creative project involving the making of a 
short film sequence with a reflective analysis 
 

You will: 

¶ Study micro film features ï mise-en-scène, performance, cinematography, editing and 
sound ï and how they create meaning and sensory impact 

¶ Reflect on the relationship between film and spectator 

¶ Create your own film sequence to show how micro features create meanings and 
responses 

 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FM 2: British and American Film 
60% of total AS mark (30% of total A Level mark) 
Assessment: 1½ hours examination in three sections 
 

The sections are: 

¶ A response to unseen stimulus material e.g. website pages, film reviews, posters, press 
releases, etc, relating the film industry and audience behaviour 

¶ A case study on two British horror films, Dracula and The Descent 

¶ A comparative study of two American gangster films, Angels With Dirty Faces and 
Goodfellas 

                                      
 

 
                                                 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://wildaboutmovies.com/images_2/TheDescentMoviePoster.jpg&imgrefurl=http://past3yearsatthemovies.blogspot.com/2008/02/descent.html&usg=__Ayg1AvZyU1KAg-42zEmMuYAWK6E=&h=500&w=338&sz=91&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=5YjkIxbjaAV-TM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=88&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dthe%2Bdescent%2Bmovie%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive
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FILM STUDIES A2                                                                                                   MS V. TERRACE 
 

 

Entry requirements: successful completion of AS Film Studies 
 

 
Course Details 
 
You will: 

¶ Develop more sophisticated analytical and critical approaches for understanding a wider 
range of films 

¶ Gain a greater appreciation of the history of film and its cultural diversity 

¶ Develop your research and production skills through more advanced film projects 
 

FM 3: Film Research and Creative Projects 
25% of total A Level mark 
Assessment: a research project on a single film (1000 word catalogue of research and 1500 word 
presentation) and a creative project, developing skills from AS Level 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FM 4: Varieties of Film Experience ï Issues and Debates 
25% of total A Level mark 
Assessment: 2¾ hours examination in three sections 
 

The sections are: 

¶ International Film Styles ï Cinematic New Waves 

¶ Spectatorship and Documentary 

¶ Single Film Critical Study e.g. Vertigo and issues of spectatorship  
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY AS                                          MRS R. REYNOLDS 

             MS L. HIGGINS 
 
 
 
 

 
Unit 1 ï Materials Components and Application 
Written Paper 2 Hours           
50% of the AS grade (25% of total A Level grade) 
 
Subject Content: 
Unit 1 covers all aspects or the materials, components and 
application aspects of the specification and the knowledge 
and understanding gained from coursework completed for 
Unit 2. 
 

Section A focuses on Materials and Components including nutrients (macro and micro), the 
relationship between diet and health, food additives and water. The broad range of ingredients and 
components that should be covered includes milk, cheese, eggs, nuts and seeds, fruit and 
vegetables, pasta, rice, flour, sugar and animal/vegetable fats and oils. The different types and 
forms of each of these should be covered. 
Section B focuses on Design and Market Influences including dietary planning and needs of 
individuals, health, social factors, influence of culture, food choice, issues affecting the design of 
new products, design in practice, design in a human context and communication issues. This 
section should provide candidates with opportunities for food product development. 
Section C focuses on Processes and Manufacture including food safety, hygiene, food labeling, 
health and safety. 
 
 
Unit 2 ï Learning Through Designing and Making 
 
Coursework approx 50 Hours              
 50% of the AS grade    
 25% of the A Level grade 
 
The work should be based on the human context and explain though a 
range of practical activities how a new product can be developed. 
Fifty hours of timetable time should be allocated to teaching the 
coursework element. Approximately twenty five hours of time allocation 
should be practical activities; these include product analysis, testing 
ideas, experimental activities and development of a product and a final 
outcome. 
 
Candidates will be rewarded for demonstrating a range of practical skills throughout their work. 
 
Design folders are internally assessed based on the assessment criteria before they are submitted 
for moderation along with the Candidate Record Form. 
. 

GCSE Entry Requirements: Grade B or above in Food Technology.  ICT Competence would be 

useful. Grade C or above in Science. 
. 
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Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Food Technology 

 
FOOD TECHNOLOGY  A2                        MRS R. REYNOLDS 
                                                                                                                                    MS L. HIGGINS      

 

Unit 3 ï Design and Manufacture 
Written Paper 2 hours    
25% of the A Level grade 
 

 

Section B focuses upon Design and Market Influences, including the design of new products; 
design in practice; design in the human context; health and safety and the impact of information 
technology on product design. Studying this area will develop the understanding of the presence of 
existing products and how they can be further developed and marketed. 
 

Section C focuses upon Processes and Manufacture, including issues associated with the 
preservation of foods and methods of extending shelf life, systems and control and legislation. 
Studying this area will develop understanding of the application of specific production processes 
and legislation relating to these. 
 
Unit 4 ï Learning Through Designing and Making 
Coursework approx 60 Hours   
25% of the A Level grade 
 
Candidates are to select a problem/situation before setting their own 
objectives related to the design issues and manufacture of a new 
product. Candidates will then research and investigate the problem; 
sixty hours of classroom time should be available for the work and of 
this approximately thirty hours for a range of practical activities. A 
design folder should be submitted for assessment along with a 
Candidate Record Form which explains where the various aspects of 
the assessment criteria can be found.    
 
 

Unit 3 covers all aspects of the course, including the specification 
content taught at AS level and the knowledge and understanding 
gained through coursework in Units 2 and 4. 
 
The specification content for Unit 3 is divided into three sections:  
Section A focuses upon Materials and components, including the 
application of food science and nutritional principles related to the 
macro nutrients (proteins, fats and oils, carbohydrates); the effects of 
manipulating and combining food materials and components and the 
application of this in food processing and product development; and 
the beneficial and detrimental effects of micro-organisms and 
enzymes. There is an expectation that candidates will have a 
knowledge and understanding of materials and components, gained as 
a result of studying content at AS level. 
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FRENCH AND SPANISH AS                                                                FRENCH AS MS F. CAILLY           
                                                  SPANISH  AS  MS L. INKPEN 
 
 
 
 
 

Course details 
 
We offer the AQA specification in each language. 
 
Unit 1 ï Listening, Reading and Writing 
70% of AS grade, 35% of A Level grade 
2 hour written examination, 110 marks.    
Available January and June. 

Unit 2 ï Speaking Test 
30% of AS grade, 15% of A Level grade 
35 minutes speaking test including 20 minutes preparation, 50 marks. 
Available January and June 
 
You will study four topics at AS and a range of sub-topics within each topic: 
 
Media    Television     

Advertising 
Communication Technology 

Popular Culture   Cinema                              
Music 
Fashion/Trends 

Healthy Living/Lifestyle    Sport/Exercise 
Health and Well-being 
Holidays 

Family/Relationships        Relationships within the family                                           
Friendships 
Marriage/Partnerships 

 
For the writing exam you will answer one question based on one of the AS topics from a choice of 
three. 
 
For the speaking exam you will have a 5 minute discussion on a stimulus card and a 10 minute 
conversation on 3 AS topics. 
 
Assessment material will include authentic sources but there is no requirement to study the topics 
in the context of the target language ï speaking country. 
 

 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  Ideally a grade A in the chosen language, a grade B will be 
considered in exceptional circumstances 
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FRENCH AND SPANISH A2                                                                  FRENCH A2 MS F. CAILLY           
                                                    SPANISH A2 MS L. INKPEN             

 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 ï Listening, Reading and Writing 
35% of A Level grade 
2½ hours written examination, 110 marks 
Available June only. 
 
 
Unit 4 ï Speaking Test 
15% of A Level grade 
35 minutes examination (including 20 minutes preparation), 50 marks 
Available June only. 
 
You will study four topics at A2 and a range of sub-topics. 
 
Environment      Pollution 
      Energy 

    Protecting the planet 
 
The multicultural society   Immigration 
     Integration 
     Racism 
 
Contemporary social issues  
 
 
 
 
Cultural Topic 
You will study two of the following topics: 

- A target language ï speaking region/community 
- A period of 20th century history from a target language ï speaking country/community 
- The work of an author from a  target language ï speaking country/community 
- The work of a dramatist or poet from a target language ï speaking country/community 
- The work of a director, architect, musician or painter from a target language ï speaking 

country/community. 
 

Throughout Years 12 and 13 you will have opportunities to use ICT to enhance your studies.      
You will also have weekly contact with a native language speaker. 
 
 
 
 

Entry Requirement:  Successful completion of AS course 

Wealth and Poverty 
Law and Order 
Impact of scientific and 
technological progress 
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GEOGRAPHY AS                                                                                                       MISS C. SMITH            
 
 
 
 
Course Details 
 

We are pleased to offer the AQA GCE Geography course from September.  The main focus of the 
course is on change in the world we live in and to build a broad range of skills useful in lifelong 
learning 
 
AS Geography 
This Advanced Subsidiary course is taught over 5 hours a week over a full academic year. This 
year consists of Units One, and Two as outlined below: 
 
Candidates will consider their own values and attitudes to the issues being studied and support 
their learning of ideas using specific case studies. Students will work to develop a variety of 
geographical skills, which will broaden and deepen existing knowledge and be employed with a 
greater degree of independence. 
 
Unit One: Physical and Human Geography 
 

70% of the AS grade (35% of total A Level grade)  
Assessment: 2 hour exam; structured short and extended questions. 

 
Students will study the core topics of rivers, floods and their management 
and population change.  

 
They will then look closer at Hot Deserts (and Coastal environments if time 
permits) and Health Issues (and World Energy if time permits) 
All topics start with the basic processes/changes then build on this to 
consider management and sustainability.  
Thorough case study knowledge will be essential.  
 
Unit Two: Geographical Skills 

30% of the total AS marks (15% of the total A Level mark)                                                                        
Assessment: 1 hour exam; structured skills and generic research/fieldwork questions. 

Students will develop a variety of basic, investigative, cartographic, graphical, applied ICT and 
statistical skills. Students must become confident in critical awareness of the appropriateness and 
limitations to different skills and resources.  

Residential Visit 

New Year 12 Geography residential is a two nights and three days visit to North Wales.  Here the 
focus will be on developing investigative skills, data collection and handling; team building and 
considering a number of local issues.  This visit will be towards the end of the first half term in Year 
12 and there is a cost implication. 

GCSE Entry Requirements:   At least a grade B in Geography 
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20% of the total A-Level marks.  1(1/2) hour exam.  An Advanced Information Leaflet (AIL) will 
be issued before the exam so preparation and research can be completed. 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY A2                                                                                                       MISS C. SMITH 

 

A-level Geography students, having taken the first two units in the lower sixth year, continue in the 
upper sixth year with units three and four. It is taught 
in 5 one hour lessons over the week. 

Unit 3: Contemporary Geographical  

 

Students will study Plate Tectonics and The complex nature of Ecosystems 
around the world on the Physical Geography course and World Cities and 
Contemporary Conflicts and Challenges on the human Geography course.  
There will be a day visit to local regeneration schemes in either Manchester 
or Liverpool. 

Module 4B: Geographical Issue Evaluation 

A decision making exercise to test a range of intellectual skills, knowledge and understanding. You 
will be taught how to analyse data, how to establish criteria for making a decision, and how to 
examine the possible consequences of that decision. You consider issues, people concerned, the 
economics / politics involved and the environmental context. 

Summary of benefits 

Among the many benefits, this new specification is designed to 
encourage candidates to: 

¶ develop fieldwork skills and study geographical issues and impacts  
¶ develop a specialist interest within the field of geography and progress to 

higher education and employment.  

We want you to question the world around you and develop the skills and 
understanding to make sense of some key geographical questions / issues. 
Reading around the subject is essential to push on to the very best grades. 

 

Entry Requirements: Successful completion of AS Geography 

30% of total A-Level mark.  
2  hour exam. Structured short and extended questions and an essay 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS AS                                                                            MRS K. BALI 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Details 
We offer AQA Government and Politics 
The focus of the units is British Politics 
 
 
Unit 1 ï People, Politics and participation 
 
25% of the AS grade (20% of A Level grade).   
Assessment 1½ hour examination  
 

This unit is concerned with the various types of elections that occur in 
the UK. It is an exciting and interesting topic which aims to enable 
students to examine and evaluate past and future elections, which are at 
the very heart of democracy. General, local and European elections are 
discussed and evaluated. Students will look at past elections and how 
the parties performed. The unit also includes a detailed analysis of 
electoral systems and the arguments both for and against electoral 
reform. Voting behaviour during elections is evaluated, and students will 
be expected to use evidence from various elections to understand how 
people vote. Studentôs knowledge and understanding of the major 

political parties and pressure groups in Britain. Important areas including citizenship and rights and 
responsibilities of UK citizens are addressed and concepts such as democracy, participation and 
representation are discussed. In preparation for the examination students will be expected to 
develop their debating and essay writing skills and keep up to date with political events.  
 
 
Unit 2- Governing modern Britain 
 
25% of the AS grade (20% of A Level grade).   
Assessment 1½ hours examination  
 
For this unit students will be expected to develop knowledge and understanding of the major 
institutions by which the UK is governed, and the continuing development of the UK Constitution. 
The unit covers the institutional relationship between the UK and EU and seeks to provide students 
with a detailed awareness of concepts such as power, accountability and representation.  Students 
will also learn to evaluate how powerful parliament is and the role of the Prime Minister.  Lessons 
will aim to challenge and interest students and provide them with a greater understanding of the 
British Political System. 
 
 
 

 
 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  Grade B in English 
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GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS A2                                                                            MRS K. BALI 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 ï The Government of the USA 
 
25% of the A Level grade.    
Assessment 1½ hour examination. 
 
In this unit students will be given the opportunity to develop knowledge 
and understanding of the Government and Politics of the United States of 
America. This provides a fantastic insight into the worldôs most powerful 
nation and how it is governed. Topics include the US Congress, President 
and The Supreme Court. Students will discuss representation, 
participation and citizenship and seek to evaluate how democratic 
America really is and account for itôs worldwide influence. 
 
 
Unit 4 ï The Politics of the USA 
 
 

25% of the AS grade  
Assessment 1½ hour examination  
 
This unit aims to provide students with an insight into the democratic 
process in America.  The electoral process will be evaluated and the 
importance of money and the media discussed.  We also consider factors 
impact on voting behavior and study past elections.  Parties and Pressure 
groups will also be a focus and students will look at how Americans 
participate in politics. 
 

 
As part of the course students will attend debates and conferences 
outside of the Sixth Form. Previous visits include, Bolton Council 
Chambers, the Houses of Parliament, American Studies Days in 
Liverpool and The Lowry. Students will also be expected to keep up to 
date with current affairs and develop a variety of writing and 
communication skill over the course. Politics provides our students 
with a unique opportunity to discover how their country and others are 
governed, and to understand the reasoning behind important political 

decisions. 

 
 
 
 

 

Entry Requirements: Successful completion of AS Government & Politics 
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HISTORY AS                                                                                                             MISS S. JONES                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                       
 
 
 
Course Details: 
We offer AQA History A - Level, covering British, Russian and American Twentieth Century History, 
allowing students to develop an understanding Britainôs most recent history and the history of two 
of the worldôs most powerful nations. 
 
Module 1: Britain, 1906-1951. 

 
50% of the total AS mark (25% of the total A-Level 
mark).Assessment: 1 hour 15 minute examination. 
 
This module examines the rapid social, political and economic 
changes which took place within Britain between 1906 and 1951. 
Issues for debate include the emergence of óNew Liberalismô, the 
emergence of the Labour party, two World Wars, the changing 
role of women, the General Strike, the Great Depression, and the 
emergence of the Welfare State. 

 
 
 
Module 2: The Impact of Stalinôs Leadership in the USSR 1924-1941 

 
50% of the total AS mark (25% of the total A-Level mark). Assessment: 1 
hour 30 minute examination. 
 
This module investigates the dramatic impact of Stalinôs rule on the 
USSR.  Key areas that will be studied include the impact of Stalinôs aims, 
actions and influence, the consolidation of Stalinôs regime, his economic 
revolution designed to implement óSocialism in One Countryô, how these 
policies transformed Soviet society in the years preceding World War II 
and the Terror State the Stalin created. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least a Grade B in History or English 
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HISTORY A2                              MISS S. JONES                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
Module 3: The Making of Modern Britain, 1951-2007. 
 
30 % of the total A Level mark. 
Assessment: 1 hour 30 minute examination. 
This module analyses the role and impact of key events in 
creating óModern Britainô, and will give students a greater 
understanding of the nation they live in today. These 
events include Britainôs declining imperial role, social 
tensions during the 1950s and 1960s, industrial disputes 
during the 1970s and 1980s, the rise and fall of Margaret 
Thatcher, the Falklands War, and the emergence of óNew 
Labourô.   
 
 
 
 
Module 4: Historical Enquiry ï US Civil rights, 1865-1968. 
 

20% of the total AS mark. 
Students will submit a Personal Study of approximately 3500 words, plus 
a critical evaluation of the sources used of approximately 500 words. 
 
Students will be taught an overview of Black History from the end of 
slavery through to the 1968 Civil Rights Act. They will then examine one 
key area within this period and produce an investigative piece of writing 
based on their own research. Students will also be expected to produce 
a critique of the sources they have used during their enquiry. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS History 
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GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least a grade B in ICT (if taken).  If not you must be computer literate 
with grade B in both Mathematics and English  

 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY AS                              MRS S. ALTALIB 
 

 
AS outline 
At AS, the two units are complementary and are concerned with applying 
ICT to solve problems and the study of the opportunities for and effects of 
using ICT in the world today. Candidates will have the opportunity to put into 
practice a wide range of software and hardware to create solutions to solve 
problems. 
 
The AS specification has 2 units: 
 
Unit 1 ï Practical problem solving in the digital world 
 
Topic list 
¶ Practical use of ICT, identifying, designing, producing, testing, documenting and evaluating 

solutions  
¶ Data entry, storage, output of information, use of software, current health and safety 

legislation.  
 
Assessment 
Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting: 50% of the AS grade 
 25% of the A Level grade 
 
Question paper/answer booklet examination. Externally marked by AQA. 
Section A: short answer questions; Section B: 3 or more structured 
questions requiring discursive answers. All questions are compulsory. 
 
Unit 2 ï Living in the digital world 
 
Topic list 
¶ ICT systems, their components, uses, users, safety and security  
¶ Data and information, data transfer, backup and recovery.  

 
Assessment 

Question paper/answer booklet examination. 
Externally marked by AQA. 
Section A: short answer questions; Section B: 3 or more structured 
questions requiring discursive answers. All questions are compulsory. 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 
Weighting: 50% of the AS grade 
 25% of the A Level grade 
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Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS ICT 

 
INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY A2                              MRS S. ALTALIB 
 

 
A2 outline 
At A2, students will study the concepts associated with the use of ICT in the 
21st century. They will also have opportunities for acquiring skills needed in 
the IT profession such as co-operative working and project management. 
These practical skills can be developed in areas of ICT that are of interest 
to them. Students can also use these newly acquired skills as a springboard 
into other qualifications and working environments. 
 
The A2 specification has 2 units:  
 
Unit 3 ï The use of ICT in the digital world 
 

Topic list 
¶ Developments in technology, information needs of organisations, ICT systems, 

management of ICT  
¶ Developing ICT systems, introducing large ICT systems into organisations  
¶ Training and supporting users of ICT systems.  

 

Assessment 
Written Paper: 2 hours 
Weighting: 30% of the A Level grade 
Candidates will be provided with pre-release material which will be available 
on the AQA Website on 1 November for the January examination, and 1 
April for the June examination. The pre-release will be re-issued for use in 
the examination. 
Question paper/answer booklet examination. Externally marked by AQA. 
Section A: structured questions based on pre-release material; 
Section B: questions requiring extended prose answers. All questions are compulsory. 
 

Unit 4 ï Coursework: Practical issues involved in the use of ICT in the digital world 
 
Topic list 
¶ Practical issues involved in managing the use of ICT in organisations  
¶ Investigating, analysing, defining requirements  
¶ Selecting and using appropriate technologies, designing solutions, 

methods for testing and installation, documenting and evaluating. 
Coursework 

 
 

Candidates must produce a report based upon their practical 
work/investigation.  
The report will be internally marked and externally moderated. 
 

Weighting: 20% of total A Level grade 
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OCR LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE FOR IT PROFESSIONALS                               MR R. TRETHEWEY 
 
 
 
 

This course provides candidates with a high quality, 
industry-recognised award. It is a vocationally-related 
qualification that provides valuable opportunities for 
individuals to develop skills and gain underpinning 
knowledge and understanding which will support entry 
into the IT industry. 
 
Over the full two year period candidates complete the 
following six units 
 
The full course specification is available online 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/ipro/ 

 

 
Unit 1: Customer Support Provision 
 

Å Understand the importance of and the techniques which can be used in providing technical 
support to customers 
Å Understand how to gather and assess information from customers regarding the technical 
support required and how this support can be improved 
 
Assessment : Coursework externally marked by OCR 
 
 

Unit 3: Hardware/Equipment and Systems 
Installation 

 

o Install system software to upgrade systems, understand the procedures 

for maintaining 
data integrity, and carry out checks to ensure that software meets operating 
specifications 
 
Assessment : Coursework externally marked by OCR 
 

 
Unit 8: Maintain Equipment and Systems 
 
Å carry out preventative and remedial maintenance procedures for equipment components 
Å collate and analyse relevant information to diagnose and locate faults 
Å carry out appropriate tests to confirm that performance has been restored 
 
Assessment : Coursework externally marked by OCR 
 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  Level 2 ICT Qualification 
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OCR LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE FOR IT PROFESSIONALS                               MR R. TRETHEWEY 
            

 
 
 
Unit 14: Network Fundamentals                         
    
Å identify and describe the functions of each of the seven 
layers of the OSI reference model 
Å identify the functions of the TCP/IP network-layer 
protocols 
Å define and describe the functions of a MAC address 
Å describe the techniques for IP address management 
Å identify network and routing protocols   
  
 
Assessment : Online testing through the Cisco Academy 
 
 
 
 

Unit 15: Routing Protocols and Concepts    
 
Å identify elements of a router 
Å demonstrate understanding of the techniques of how to configure a router 
Å describe the techniques for loading and backing up IOS software image 
Å demonstrate understanding of routing and routing protocols 
 
Assessment : Online testing through the Cisco Academy 
 
 
 
 

Unit 16: LAN Switching and Wireless  
 
Å demonstrate understanding of implementing Variable Length Subnet Masking (VLSM) 
Å describe benefits and advantages of LAN segmentation using a range of network devices 
Å describe full-duplex and half-duplex Ethernet operation 
Å describe the benefits of virtual LANs 
 
Assessment : Online testing through the Cisco Academy 
 
This course is a Vocational Qualification not an AS or A2.  If passed candidates achieve 80 UCAS 
points the equivalent of a grade C at A2 
 
 
 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of Unit 1, 3 and 8 
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MATHEMATICS  AS                                                                                            MISS A. JACKSON 
 
 
 
 
Course Details 
 
We offer  

¶ AS Mathematics 

¶ AS Further Mathematics  

¶ Advanced GCE Mathematics 

¶ Advanced GCE Further Mathematics 
 
 
The main focus of the course is to study the ideas discovered by the greatest minds of the last millennium, 
which provide students with the essential skills needed to study mathematics, engineering or any science 
related course at university as well being an invaluable support for many other courses like medicine, 
computing, business, psychologyé. 
 
Mathematics AS units 
In Year 12 students will study three AS modules. Each module is worth 33ӎ% of the AS grade (16ӏ% of 

the A Level grade) and is assessed by a 1½ hours written examination. 

 
Pure Mathematics 1: Module C1  

 
This module extends algebraic skills and develops studentsô knowledge of 
coordinate geometry including equations of lines, circles and quadratics, 
which leads to the study of calculus. Calculus is split into two topics: 
differentiation and integration; these important ideas are used extensively in 
mathematics, science, engineering and many other applications at university. 
 
 

 
 

Pure Mathematics 2: Module C2  
This module expands your algebraic techniques further by introducing the binomial theorem and 
trigonometric, exponential and logarithmic functions. You also study arithmetic and geometric series and 
then the important topics of differentiation and integration are extended. 
 
Applied Module: Statistics (S1) or Mechanics (M1) 

 
The Statistics module introduces methods to analyse data and to study 
probability distributions so that mathematics can be used to model real life 
situations and predict the outcomes of future events. 

 
In the Mechanics module students study force and motion. For example, 
modeling the motion of the stunt rider to find the angle of the take-off ramp 
and the speed the rider must reach so that he can jump over the cars.  
There is a close relationship between Physics and Mechanics. 

 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  At least Grade B at the Higher Level 
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MATHEMATICS  A2                                                                                            MISS A. JACKSON 
 
 
 
In Year 13 students complete another three modules. Each module is equally weighted and is assessed by 
a written examination. 
 
Pure Mathematics 3: Module C3  
 
This module introduces functions and logarithms, and develops the 
topics of trigonometry and exponentials.  Techniques of differentiation, 
integration and their applications are extended further.  Finally, 
numerical methods for solving equations and evaluating integrals are 
developed. 
 
Pure mathematics 4: Module C4 
 
This module introduces partial fractions and then extends further the work on trigonometry; coordinate 
geometry, series and exponentials. Techniques for differentiation and integration are also expanded to 
include the formation and solution of differential equations. Finally, the unit covers vectors in three 
dimensions. 
 
Applied Module: Statistics (S2) or Mechanics (M2) or Decision Mathematics (D1) 
 
Students may continue to extend their work on statistics: discrete and continuous random variables are 
studied which leads to the formation of statistical tests such as determining whether drug A is more effective 
than drug B or not. 
 
Students may continue to study Mechanics.  In M2 circular motion, work and energy are introduced. 
 
There may also be the opportunity to study Decision Mathematics, which 
looks at how algorithms are used to solve transport problems and other 
practical problems. This unit also investigates how to maximise profits given a 
set of constraints. 
 
 
Advanced GCE in Further Mathematics 

 
 
Students following the Further Mathematics course will study an extra six units, 
which include three further mathematics pure units (FP1, FP2 and FP3).  These 
modules contain some first year undergraduate work, which makes the course 
particularly useful to those students intending to study Mathematics, Science or 
Engineering at University.  At the end of this two-year course students will have 
achieved two awards: Advanced GCE Mathematics and Advanced GCE Further 
Mathematics. 

 
Some students who follow the Mathematics program opt to take just one AS in Further 
Mathematics.  This is possible by taking Unit FP1 (Further Pure 1) together with two applied 
modules from the Statistics, Mechanics or Decision Units that are offered. 
 

 

Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Mathematics 
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MEDIA STUDIES AS                                MRS C. JAMES 
 
 
 
AS Units 
MEST1 & MEST2 provide an introduction to the study of the media and the contemporary 
landscape.  You will study each key concept and apply your knowledge and understanding to a 
range of texts. 
Concepts ï Media Forms, Representations, Institutions, Audiences 
Media Platforms ï Broadcasting, Print, Digital/web-based Media 
 
MEST1 ï Investigating the Media 
Depending on the expertise of your Media Tutor you will study one of the following topic areas. A 
range of texts will be studied across the 3 media platforms. 

 
       Cross-Media Topics 
 

    
Students will then undertake their own case study in the cross-media topic area selecting their own 
text and researching and analysing how the text engages audiences across each of the media 
platforms. 
 
Assessment: 2 hour written exam.  
There are 4 compulsory short answer questions on an unseen test.  Then you have a choice of 1 
from 2 essays to enable you to refer to your case study and investigation.   
50% of the AS and 25% of the A-Level 
 
MEST2 ï Creating Media 
Students will complete a portfolio on one of the set briefs provided by the exam board.  
This includes: 
1 - Pre-production research and planning 
2 - Production work. 2 linked production tasks from 2 different media platforms. 
3 - 1500 word evaluation               50% of the AS and 25% of the A-Level  
 
Brief Broadcasting Print E-Media 

1.Film 
Promotion 

Create a 2 minute film 
trailer for aimed at the 
óyouth marketô. 

Create 2 features for 
existing publications on the 
release of the film. 

Create 3 web pages for the 
official site of the film. 

2.Health & 
Lifestyle Issues 
 

Create a 2-3 minute 
sequence for a lifestyle 
TV/radio show aimed at 
British teenagers. 

Create two features, 1 
each for 2 existing 
magazines or newspapers 
that are aimed at different 
target audiences. 

Create 3 web pages for a 
health-orientated website 
aimed at a primary audience 
of young 
people aged 13 ï 17. 

Broadcast or Film Fiction 

Documentary & Hybrid Forms 

Lifestyle 

Music 

News 

Sport 

 

Entry Requirements:  At least Grade B at the Higher Level. 
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MEDIA STUDIES A2                               MRS C. JAMES 
 
 
 
A2 Units 
MEST3 & MEST4 build on the concepts and theories studied at AS.  In addition, students will 
investigate some of the following: 
Media Debates ï Media Effects, Reality TV, News Values, Moral Panics, Post 9/11 and the Media, 
Ownership and Control, Regulation and Censorship, Digital Evolution 
Media Theories ï Semiotics, Gender, Ethnicity, Marxism, Hegemony, Audience & Genre Theories 
 
MEST3 ï Critical Perspectives 
There are 2 pre-set topics, which are explored across one or more of the media platforms.  Media 
issues and debates, theory and wider contexts are to be examined.  Each student will produce 
individual case studies for each. 
Assessment: 2 hour written examination 
Section A ï 3 compulsory questions based around stimulus material. 
Section B ï Answer 1 question from a choice of 2 linked to the pre-set topic. 
 
Pre-Set Topics 

                                                                
 
 
MEST4 ï Media Research & Production 
Students will investigate a media theme or text in depth and realise a production piece reflecting 
this research.  The unit has 2 sections: 
 
1- Critical Investigation: 2000 words.            2- Linked Production piece  
 

Critical Investigation Area Linked Production 

Gender representations in Soap Operas The opening sequence for an episode of a new 
soap opera 

Viral marketing techniques A viral advertisement suitable for distribution by 
mobile phone 

Contemporary menôs lifestyle magazines Mock-up of the first edition of a new menôs 
lifestyle magazine 

Japanese anime Trailer for a new anime film 

 

                         

Representations in the 
Media 

The impact of New/Digital 
Media 

GCSE Entry Requirements:  Successful completion of AS Media. 
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MUSIC  AS                                                                                                           MR J. PARKINSON 
 
 
 
 

Course Details 
 
We offer the OCR AS Music syllabus (see full details on OCR  
web site).The course splits evenly into listening and analysis,  
composition and performance, the three modules being taught  
over 5 hours a week across a full academic year.  
 
Module One: Listening & Analysis 
 
30% of the AS grade (15% of total A Level grade)  
Assessment: 2 hour examination; aural extracts, listening questions based on 
set pieces and an essay-style question.  
  
Study of 6 set works from classical and jazz genres. Set work questions appear as detailed 
listening exercises in the AS examination and an essay question relating to the differences 
between the pieces and the periods of composition. There are also some general listening 
questions based on a wider range of repertoire. 

Module Two ï Composition 
 
30% of the AS grade (15% of the total A Level grade).  
Assessment by coursework folio of 7 harmony exercises and a 3 min composition or arrangement. 
Composition is taught via short analytical lessons leading to experimentation with a variety of 
compositional techniques and styles. Initial work concentrates on mastering the basics of 
harmonising melodies using chord symbols and then full scoring. There are 7 assessed exercises 
(one completed in a timed environment). The student then completes a 3 min composition (for 4-10 
performers in any style) or arranges a lead sheet for a small ensemble. 
 
Module Three - Performance 
 

40% of the AS grade (20% of the A Level grade) Assessment: 
Max 8 min Solo Performance and a 5 min Viva Voce & a 
further shorter performance in a different role (e.g. ensemble, 
on 2nd instrument, improvisation, own composition, as an 
accompanist etc.) 
This is examined by a visiting examiner. 
The student is to prepare a programme of music which 
demonstrates their solo performing skills and a further short 
performance which demonstrates another aspect of their 
performance ability. The Viva relates to a discussion of their 
chosen repertoire and interpretation. 

 
 
 

GCSE Entry Requirements:   At least a Grade B in GCSE Music and Grade 5 ABRSM on main instrument. 


